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R. H. (Robert) Thomson has worked for decades as an actor, director, writer, and 
producer. Recent acting credits include Matthew Cuthbert in Anne with an E 
(CBC TV), and Vladimir in Beckett’s Waiting for Godot and Halvard Solness in 
Ibsen’s The Master Builder (Atlantic Repertory Company). He has directed on 
stages across Canada, and his passion for mingling music and narrative has led to 
projects with Toronto’s Tafelmusik and the Toronto Bach Festival. He co-produced 
the creation of three choral works for the WWI Centenary for the NAC Orchestra. 

His many arts/history projects include The World Remembers / Le monde se 
souvient, a multi-nation WWI remembrance project that has displays at the 
Canadian War Museum, the National World War I Museum and Memorial in the 
U.S., and Vimy in France. His book By the Ghost Light: Wars, Memories and 
Families (2023) explores how nations build the stories of their wars into their 
culture. 

He is a longtime arts advocate on both creative and policy issues, and a strong 
supporter of emerging creators, since they carry the responsibilities and joys of 
telling the next generation of Canada’s stories. 

R. H. Thomson is a Member of the Order of Canada and a 2015 laureate of the 
GGPAA for Lifetime Artistic Achievement. He has received multiple awards for 
his work in theatre, film, and television. 

 


