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THE GOVERNOR GENERALS
PERFORMING ARTS AWARDS

The Governor General’s Performing Arts Awards (GGPAA) are Canada’s highest distinction in the performing
arts. Since their inception in 1992, the Awards have recognized and elevated the artists and volunteers who
give voice to our shared story across generations, regions, languages, and traditions.

Each year, the GGPAA honour individuals whose extraordinary careers have shaped Canada’s cultural life.

The Awards are administered by the Governor General’s Performing Arts Awards Foundation (GGPAAF),
a non-governmental, not-for-profit charitable organization based in Ottawa.

Lifetime Artistic Achievement Award

The GGPAA Lifetime Artistic Achievement Award honours artists
whose work has had a profound and lasting impact on Canada’s
performing arts.

Nominations for this award are submitted by members of the
public. Peer juries composed of professionals in each discipline
review the nominations and submit a shortlist of candidates

to the board of directors of the GGPAAF, which makes the final
selection of the laureates.

Each laureate receives a commemorative medallion and a $25,000
cash prize provided by the Canada Council for the Arts.

Ramon John Hnatyshyn Award for Voluntarism
in the Performing Arts

The Ramon John Hnatyshyn Award for Voluntarism in the

Performing Arts recognizes individuals whose exceptional dedication
and volunteer leadership have strengthened the performing arts

in Canada.

Named in honour of Canada’s 24th governor general, who played
an integral role in the founding of the GGPAA, this award celebrates
those who work behind the scenes to support artists, build cultural
institutions, and ensure that the performing arts continue to thrive.
Recipients are selected by the board of directors of the GGPAAF
and receive a commemorative medallion.

National Arts Centre Award

The National Arts Centre Award recognizes an artist or company
whose work in the previous performance year has had an extraordinary
impact in the performing arts.

The recipient is selected by a committee of senior programmers
from the National Arts Centre (NAC). The award includes a
commemorative medallion and a $25,000 cash prize provided
by the NAC.

Mentorship Program

The GGPAA Mentorship Program supports the next generation
of Canadian artists. Each year, a laureate of the Lifetime Artistic
Achievement Award mentors a talented mid-career artist, creating
an opportunity to exchange ideas, develop new work, and explore
career paths.

The program allows emerging leaders in the arts to benefit from the
creativity and experience of icons who have helped shape Canada’s
cultural landscape.

The Keg Spirit Foundation is the Founding Mentorship Program
Partner.

All commemorative medallions are generously donated by the
Royal Canadian Mint.

Submit a nomination! To find out how, please see page 21.



THE GOVERNOR GENERAL OF CANADA
LA GOUVERNEURE GENERALE DU CANADA

Tonight's celebration is a tribute to the boundless creativity of artists, filmmakers, volunteers
and performers in this industry.

Through their expansive vision and innovative work, this year's laureates have broadened the
scope of their fields of expertise and contributed to Canada’s reputation as a front-runner

in the arts. As leaders and mentors, they have set the highest standards to which new and
emerging artists can aspire. They have created unforgettable memories, shaped generations
of audiences and demonstrated the unifying power of the performing arts.

Benson, Cameron, Emard, Lavoie, Williams, Chung, Hannigan—these names have become
synonymous with artistic excellence in Canada and around the world.

Congratulations to all this year’s laureates. | wish everyone a wonderful evening.

Mary Simon
Governor General of Canada



GOVERNOR GENERAL’S
PERFORMING ARTS AWARDS FOUNDATION

FONDATION DES PRIX DU GOUVERNEUR GENERAL
POUR LES ARTS DU SPECTACLE

Welcome to the Governor General's Performing Arts Awards
Show, a national celebration of artistic excellence, cultural
identity, and collective pride.

Our performing artists help tell Canada’s story. They reflect
who we are, challenge who we've been, and help us imagine
who we might become.

The laureates we celebrate tonight have shaped the cultural
life of this country in extraordinary ways. They have built
entire worlds on stage and created cinematic universes

that captivate audiences around the globe. They have
written songs that live in our collective memory and brought
dance out of theatres and into the streets. They have
championed bold new music, guided the next generation of
performers, opened doors so more voices can be heard, and
strengthened the institutions and relationships that sustain
the arts across Canada.

Thank you for joining us tonight to celebrate these remarkable
laureates. We are also deeply grateful to Her Excellency the
Right Honourable Mary Simon, Governor General of Canada,
for her continued commitment to the arts.

We hope you enjoy the show—and when the evening ends
and it is time to go home, we hope you leave this beautiful
theatre feeling even more proud to be Canadian.

it

Anik Bissonnette, O.C.
Co-Chair

Douglas Knight, C.M.
Chair and CEO

NATIONAL ARTS CENTRE
CENTRE NATIONAL DES ARTS

Canada is our stage. Le Canada en scéne.

The National Arts Centre is a proud founding partner of

the Governor General's Performing Arts Awards since
1992. Each year, we produce an evening dedicated to
honouring the GGPAA laureates with a Southam Hall tribute
performance celebrating some of Canada'’s greatest artists
and arts volunteers.

There is so much to love about this moving and powerful
evening. As the show unfolds, it becomes abundantly clear
how creative Canadian artists are, and how they bring so
much to our lives and to the cultural life of our country.

The arts define who we are as Canadians. They strengthen
us and bring us together in all our beautiful diversity.

Congratulations to this year's extraordinary laureates of
Lifetime Artistic Achievement Awards: Susan Benson,
James Cameron, Sylvain Emard, Daniel Lavoie, and

Tonya Williams. We are thrilled that the soprano and
conductor Barbara Hannigan is presented with the
National Arts Centre Award in recognition of an extraordinary
performance year. And congratulations to Sae Hoon (Stan)
Chung, this year's recipient of the Ramon John Hnatyshyn
Award for Voluntarism in the Performing Arts.

We sincerely thank everyone involved in producing this
evening and making it so special. And thank you to our
NAC Foundation donors from across the country, whose
generosity makes this celebration possible. Finally, our
sincere thanks to you, our audience, for your presence here

with us.
G

Guy Pratte, C.M.
Chair, Board of Trustees

Enjoy the show!

==

Annabelle Cloutier
President and CEO
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The performing arts hold a mirror up to our society and who we are. They bring our stories,
dreams and perspectives to life, while creating spaces for reflection, dialogue, and meaningful
human connection.

This evening, we honour exceptional artists whose careers have truly enriched Canada'’s
cultural landscape. Through their achievements and commitment, this year’s laureates are helping
Canadian art shine at home and around the world.

These awards celebrate artistic excellence and highlight the importance of leadership
in the development of the arts in Canada.

It is with great pleasure that | congratulate the 2026 recipients. | also wish to thank the Governor
General's Performing Arts Awards Foundation and its partners for creating this essential event.

The Honourable Marc Miller
Minister of Canadian Identity and Culture
and Minister responsible for Official Languages

Canada
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At a time when the country is looking for great homegrown
stories and Canadians who lead and inspire, the National
Film Board of Canada is proud to again join with the
Governor General's Performing Arts Awards Foundation
to honour its laureates.

Since 2008, we've partnered with the GGPAA to create
short films that capture the essence of these talented and
dedicated individuals.

This year, film portraits of Susan Benson, James Cameron,
Sae Hoon (Stan) Chung, Sylvain Emard, Barbara Hannigan,
Daniel Lavoie, and Tonya Williams have been added to the
collection, which now totals 133 films, available on NFB.ca.

Now more than ever, it's important to recognize the
achievements of these laureates and the inspiration they offer
to emerging Canadian creators.

To our directors, producers and creative teams, and our
wonderful partners at the GGPAA, thank you for another
exceptional year.

Congratulations to all the laureates!

Suzanne Guévremont
Government Film Commissioner
and Chairperson of the National Film Board of Canada

Conseil des arts
du Canada

Canada Council
for the Arts

2

Across Canada, the performing arts play a vital role in

public life. They bring people together to reflect, to deepen
understanding, and to imagine new possibilities. At a moment
when our country is considering who we are and who we
aspire to become—at home and in the world—the performing
arts have an ever greater role to play, helping us envision and
create a better future.

At the heart of performing arts experiences are the artists
and arts workers whose vision and commitment give them
life. Through their work, they reflect the diversity of voices
and experiences across this land and shape Canada'’s
dynamic and evolving cultural landscape.

As a founding member of the Governor General's Performing
Arts Awards, the Canada Council for the Arts is proud

to celebrate the 2026 laureates and the extraordinary
contributions they have made to Canadians, to our country,
and to the wider world. We honour the lasting impact of
their work and thank them for the ideas and inspiration they
continue to offer audiences in Canada and beyond.

CPUCROUNZR

Michelle Chawla
Director and Chief Executive Officer



LEADERSHIP
DONATIONS

The National Arts Centre Foundation would like to thank the following individuals and organizations for their generous
philanthropic support of the 2026 Governor General's Performing Arts Awards Evening.

LEAD DONOR
Donald K. Johnson, O.C.

CHAMPIONS

The Honourable Bill Morneau and Nancy McCain

BENEFACTORS

Kim Anderson

Gail Asper, O.C., O.M,, LL.D., and Michael Paterson
Drs. Marco and Bonnie Chiarot

Mark Curry and Anna Woerner

Susan Glass, C.M., and Arni Thorsteinson, O.M.
John Roger McCaig

Cameron Passmore

John and Pina Sicard

R.N.C. Tennant

Deborah Thorlakson

FRIENDS
Douglas Knight, C.M.
Martha Lou Henley Charitable Foundation

ENCORE PATRONS

The Amir & Yasmin Virani Family Foundation
Margaret Campbell

Thomas d’Aquino and Susan Peterson d’Aquino
IFM Investors

Kelson Wealth Management

Diane L. McCurdy

Diane Obam

Sherry Porter and Doug Hall

Richard L. Yaffe, K.C.
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THE GOVERNOR GENERAL'S
PERFORMING ARTS AWARDS
HALL OF HONOUR

Welcome to the Governor General’s Performing Arts Awards Hall of Honour!
This permanent exhibition pays tribute to each recipient from 1992 to the present.

Housed within a dedicated space at Canada’s National Arts Together, these portraits form a lasting record of artistic
Centre, the Governor General's Performing Arts Awards excellence, honouring the individuals whose exceptional
Hall of Honour is a gallery of more than 280 beautifully creativity, leadership, and dedication have shaped the
framed photographic portraits of performing artists and performing arts in this country and beyond—bringing
arts volunteers whose work has made an enduring impact meaning, beauty, and joy to audiences across Canada
on the performing arts in Canada. and around the world.

The GGPAA Hall of Honour is located on the second level
of the National Arts Centre, on the canal side.
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LAUREATES 2026
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“The greater the
artist, the greater
the doubt; perfect
confidence is granted
to the less talented as
a consolation prize.”

—Robert Hughes
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2026 GGPAA for Lifetime Artistic Achievement

SUSAN BENSON

Set and costume designer and painter

Susan Benson is one of Canada’s leading set and costume designers, whose artistic vision
has shaped stage productions across Canada and internationally. A creative trailblazer,

she has designed for major theatre, opera, and ballet companies across Canada, notably
the Stratford Festival, as well as for international productions. She is also an accomplished
painter whose work has been shown in Canadian galleries and group exhibitions.

Ms. Benson was born in 1942 in Bexley Heath, England. She studied painting at
the Wolverhampton College of Art, and worked for the Royal Shakespeare Company and
BBC Television before emigrating to Canada in 1966.

Between 1974 and 2005, she was a pivotal designer for the Stratford Festival, serving

as Head of Design (1981-83) and creating sets and costumes for a remarkable range of
productions, including A Midsummer Night's Dream, Macbeth, Guys and Dolls, and

The Mikado. She has also designed for Neptune Theatre, Theatre New Brunswick, National
Arts Centre, CanStage, Mirvish Productions, Toronto Arts Productions, Young People's
Theatre, Grand Theatre, Royal Manitoba Theatre Centre, Citadel Theatre, Banff Centre,
Vancouver Playhouse, Canadian Opera Company, National Ballet of Canada, and

Royal Winnipeg Ballet, among others. Her international work includes theatre, opera,

and ballet productions in the U.S., Australia, and Finland, and she has represented Canada
five times at the Prague Quadrennial.

Ms. Benson has also devoted significant energy to teaching and mentoring younger
designers and artists, guiding a new generation of theatre practitioners across the country.

Her designs are strongly influenced by her painter’s eye. “Design is like a moving painting
or sculpture,” she says. Since retiring from stage design, she has returned to painting,
exhibiting landscapes, portraits, and mixed-media works inspired by nature.

Susan Benson is a Member of the Order of Canada. Her other awards and honours
include eight Dora Mavor Moore Awards, Canada Council Senior Arts Award, Canadian
Institute of Theatre Technology Lifetime Achievement Award, Banff Centre National Arts
Award and Paul D. Fleck Fellowship, honorary membership in the Canadian Actors’ Equity
Association, and membership in the Royal Canadian Academy of Arts. A book on her
work by theatre and film designer Patricia Flood was published in 2019 by Firefly Press,
entitled Susan Benson: Art, Design and Craft on Stage.



2026 GGPAA for Lifetime Artistic Achievement

JAMES CAMERON

Filmmaker, explorer, inventor and environmental entrepreneur

James Cameron is an acclaimed filmmaker, explorer, inventor and environmental
entrepreneur. As director, writer and producer, he is responsible for The Terminator, Aliens,
The Abyss, Terminator 2: Judgment Day, True Lies, Titanic, Avatar, Avatar: The Way of
Water, and Avatar: Fire and Ash, as well as 12 documentaries, including Ghosts of the
Abyss, The Game Changers, and the Emmy-winning Secrets of the Whales. His 1997 film
Titanic held the record for highest-grossing film in the world for 12 years, surpassed only
by his own Avatar in 2009. His films have earned numerous nominations and awards, most
notably Titanic's record 11 Oscars, including Best Picture. He has written, produced and
directed three of the four highest-grossing films in history.

A National Geographic Society Explorer at Large, Mr. Cameron has led eight ocean
expeditions and has developed unprecedented robotic and submersible vehicles, lighting,
and 3D camera equipment for deep ocean exploration. Among his 75 deep submersible
dives, he has dived to the Titanic wreck site 33 times, and in 2012, he dived solo to the
Challenger Deep, the deepest place on Earth, in a sub of his own design, setting a world
record. He is the recipient of National Geographic's prestigious Hubbard Medal and the
Explorers Club medal for Explorer of the Year.

Over the last 20 years, he has developed cutting-edge 3D camera systems for television
and cinema, and has invented new technology for movie visual effects, including facial
performance capture and Simulcam real-time composite systems.

Mr. Cameron is a fierce advocate for sustainability, having founded the Avatar Alliance
Foundation to take action on climate change, deforestation, Indigenous rights, ocean

conservation, and sustainable agriculture. The Avatar sequels production is the first entirely

vegan-catered motion picture set and is dedicated to being as green and sustainable
as possible. It is powered by a one-megawatt solar array installed for that purpose.

Mr. Cameron and his wife Suzy have founded multiple companies in the plant-based
protein and foods space. They operate farms in Canada and New Zealand dedicated to
improving regenerative and sustainable organic agronomy.

James Cameron recently completed his 3D film of the Billie Eilish: Hit Me Hard and Soft
concert tour.

Photo: John Russo
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“The dancing body
cannot lie, and truth is
too rare to be denied.”

—Sylvain Emard
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2026 GGPAA for Lifetime Artistic Achievement

SYLVAIN EMARD

Dancer, choreographer and teacher

One of Canada's foremost choreographers, Sylvain Emard has created more than

40 original works and has made an enduring contribution to contemporary dance in
Canada and internationally. His practice is grounded in his keen interest in the body’s
expressive power and in the dynamics of human physicality and interconnection. From
meditative solos to large-scale communal pieces and an immersive installation, his work
stands out for its precision, inventiveness, and inclusivity, bridging the gap between high
art and popular dance, professional performers and amateurs, intimacy and spectacle.

Mr. Emard was born in Montréal in 1956, and worked as an actor before turning to
dance in the 1980s. He studied movement with Etienne Decroux in Paris, Min Tanaka
in Tokyo, and Linda Rabin in Montréal, among others, and worked with such renowned
choreographers as Jean-Pierre Perreault, Louise Bédard, and Jo Lechay.

He choreographed his first piece in 1987, and founded his own company, Sylvain Emard
Danse, in 1990. His early work was highly theatrical; over time, however, he developed
a more disciplined, formal approach to dance, favouring controlled, fluid movement.

His best-known works include Rumeurs; the Climatology of Bodies trilogy (Pluie, Temps
de chien, and Wave); Rhapsodie, for 20 dancers; and most recently Magnetic Fields,

a sextet inspired by quantum physics.

In 2009, he unveiled Le Grand Continental, an ambitious contemporary line dance.
Since then, various editions of the project have been mounted worldwide, mobilizing
more than 3,500 local participants and attracting thousands of spectators. In 2017,

for Montréal's 375th anniversary, he staged Le Super Méga Continental, which featured
375 amateur dancers in a monumental outdoor spectacle. “That project did me a lot of
good," he recalls. “It brought me back to the essence of my love for dance.”

He has also worked as a guest choreographer in theatre, opera, and film. He has taught
at the Université du Québec & Montréal and Concordia University, and frequently gives
master classes in Canada and Europe.

Sylvain Emard co-founded Montréal's Circuit-Est centre chorégraphique, and co-chairs the
Regroupement québécois de la danse. He has received the Canada Council for the Arts’
Jacqueline Lemieux Prize, the Jean A. Chalmers Choreographic Award, and a Recognition
Award from the Quartier des spectacles Partnership in Montréal.



2026 GGPAA for Lifetime Artistic Achievement

DANIEL LAVOIE

Singer—-songwriter, performer and poet

Daniel Lavoie has had a profound impact on popular music in Canada and on our
country’s cultural landscape. A Franco-Manitoban of great integrity and authenticity,

he has won the hearts of audiences worldwide with his pop-rock songs, performed in both
French and English. In particular, “lls s’aiment” was a massive hit in Canada and Europe,
and “Jours de plaine” has become an anthem of sorts for Francophones in Western
Canada. Alongside his award-winning albums, he is acclaimed for his live performances of
his original compositions and for his dynamic portrayal of Frollo in the blockbuster musical
Notre-Dame de Paris.

Mr. Lavoie was born in 1949 in Dunrea, Manitoba. After winning a Radio-Canada talent
contest in 1967, he moved to Quebec, where he began performing in small venues and
developing his songwriting style, characterized by introspective lyrics, sophisticated
melodies, and emotionally sensitive vocal delivery. Describing himself as a non-careerist, Photo: Valérie Paquette
he has allowed himself to be guided by whatever opportunities come his way, willingly

venturing outside his comfort zone and firmly establishing his reputation as an engaging “Joy wants the eternity
and versatile performer. of all things.”

He released his debut album, A court terme, in 1975, but it was the 1981 album Cravings
and especially Tension attention (1983) that propelled him to international recognition.
The latter featured the hope-filled “lls s'aiment,” which remains one of the most enduring
and widely covered Francophone songs.

— Friedrich Nietzsche

He reached a global audience in 1998 when he originated the role of the priest Claude
Frollo in Notre-Dame de Paris. The musical’'s phenomenally successful original run was
followed by performances in Montréal and London, an international tour, concert versions,
and several revivals. To date, he has portrayed the archdeacon over 1,200 times.

Mr. Lavoie has also written for other artists, composed music for film, television, and
theatre, and published two poetry collections and a book of fables.

“I feel very privileged to have been able to earn a living by making music,” he says. “It's truly
a wonderful thing”

Daniel Lavoie is an Officer of the Order of Canada. He has sold millions of records
worldwide, won numerous Félix, SOCAN and Victoire de la musique awards, and been
inducted into the Canadian Songwriters Hall of Fame.

17
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“Vision without action is
merely a dream. Action
without vision just
passes the time. Vision
with action can change
the world.”

—Joel A. Barker
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2026 GGPAA for Lifetime Artistic Achievement

TONYA WILLIAMS

Screen actor and producer, arts executive and activist

Tonya Williams is an award-winning actor, producer, arts executive and activist, widely
recognized by television audiences for her work in numerous Canadian series and for her
iconic, long-running role as Dr. Olivia Winters on The Young and the Restless. She is also
known as the founder of Reelworld, a groundbreaking organization dedicated to advancing
equity and inclusion in Canada's screen industries. Throughout her career, she has blended
artistic achievement with tireless activism, shaping a more inclusive future for storytellers

in Canada. She currently serves on the Ontario Creates Industry Advisory Committee.

Born in 1958 in London, England, an only child to Jamaican parents, Ms. Williams
emigrated to Canada in 1970. Her early training in ballet and piano sparked a lifelong
connection to the arts. In Canada, she flourished as a performer, appearing in competitions
and concerts and gaining widespread public attention. Her early television career included
commercials, dancing on CityTV's Boogie, guest roles on television, a starring role in

the sitcom Check It Out, hosting Polka Dot Door, and co-hosting the Miss Teen Canada
Pageant for three consecutive years.

After moving to Los Angeles, she continued guest starring in series before debuting as
Dr. Olivia Winters on The Young and the Restless, a role she portrayed for 19 years,
earning her international recognition and establishing her as one of the most visible Black
women in daytime television.

In 2000, driven by the lack of racial diversity she observed in the Canadian screen
industries, she founded Reelworld. Through the Reelworld Screen Institute, the
organization delivers the annual Reelworld Film Festival, the two-day Reelworld Summit,
year-round professional development programs, and the hiring database Access Reelworld.
The company has grown into a respected national platform supporting emerging talent and
challenging systemic barriers affecting Black, Indigenous, Asian, South Asian, and People
of Colour in Canada's screen sector.

Tonya Williams is an Officer of the Order of Canada. Her numerous honours include the
Canadian Screen Awards Changemaker Award, ACTRA's National Award of Excellence,
two NAACP Image Awards, and the Legacy Award Visionary Award. She was inducted

into Canada’s Walk of Fame in 2025 and was named one of Afroglobal Television's 100
Most Influential Black Canadians three years in a row.



2026 Ramon John Hnatyshyn Award
for Voluntarism in the Performing Arts

SAE HOON (STAN) CHUNG

Sae Hoon (Stan) Chung is a writer, educator and consultant whose career is deeply
intertwined with service to arts organizations, public institutions, and Indigenous
communities. He has played a crucial role in enhancing accessibility and relevance in arts
programs in his home province of British Columbia, notably during his tenure as chair of
the BC Arts Council, and his dedication to promoting diversity, inclusivity, equity, and
community-centred stewardship, particularly in non-urban and Indigenous communities,
has had a tremendous influence on organizations nationwide. Recognized as a champion
for change in Canada's arts community, he continues to contribute his time and expertise
to advancing cultural and educational equity.

Dr. Chung was born in Seoul, Korea, and raised in Canada. He holds a BA and a PhD
from the University of British Columbia (where he wrote his dissertation on improvisation
and quantum listening in the work of experimental music composer Pauline Oliveros) and Photo: Beckett Chung
an MA from the University of Toronto.

As three-time-appointed chair of the BC Arts Council, he strengthened the council’s “The relationship

commitment to expanding its outreach and communication efforts, recognizing regionally is the task.”
distinct arts practices, challenging outdated funding models, integrating Indigenous
perspectives, and improving program accessibility. He serves as chair of the board of the
Royal BC Museum and on the EDIA Council (Equity, Diversity, Inclusion and Accessibility)
at Co-operative Education and Work-Integrated Learning Canada (CEWIL Canada).

—Sae Hoon (Stan) Chung

He is a board member of the Ka-kin Group (the economic arm of Yagit ?a-knug#i'it
First Nation) and a former board member of the Cranbrook History Centre and ?Pagam
Community Enterprises. He has served as a volunteer advisor to several First Nation
communities and agencies, sharing his expertise in governance, strategic change,
and reconciliation-focused education, with an emphasis on listening, trust-building,
and systems change.

Sae Hoon (Stan) Chung is the former Vice President Academic and Research at

Red River College (Winnipeg, MB), Dean of Arts and Science at Camosun College
(Victoria, BC), and Vice President Academic and Applied Research at the College of

the Rockies (Cranbrook, BC). He has written and spoken widely, and is the author of
two books, Global Citizen: River of Love and Other Essays (2011) and / Held My Breath
for a Year (2016).
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“When you don’t
follow your nature
there is a hole in the
universe where you
were supposed to be.”

—Dane Rudhyar

20

2026 National Arts Centre Award

BARBARA HANNIGAN

Soprano and conductor

Internationally acclaimed for her groundbreaking dual career as a soprano and conductor,
Barbara Hannigan is one of the world’s foremost champions of contemporary classical
music. Her vocal career is especially associated with new music: she has premiered
more than 100 works written specifically for her. She has worked closely with renowned
composers, directors, and choreographers, and appeared as a conductor with major
orchestras worldwide, establishing a reputation for creating innovative concert programs
that broaden listeners’ horizons by interweaving contemporary and classical repertoire in
a highly dramatic and engaging way.

Ms. Hannigan was born in 1971 in Waverley, Nova Scotia. She studied singing at the
University of Toronto with Mary Morrison, and went on to tackle some of opera’s most
challenging and virtuoso roles, including Berg's Lulu and Poulenc’s La Voix humaine, firmly
establishing her status as one of the finest singing actors of her time. She has appeared
on such prestigious stages as London’s Covent Garden, the Teatro San Carlo in Naples,
the Paris Opera, and La Scala in Milan.

She made her conducting debut in 2011 at Paris’s famous Théatre du Chatelet with
Ligeti's Mysteries of the Macabre, simultaneously singing and directing from the podium,
a combination that has become her hallmark. She is currently Principal Guest Conductor
of the Gothenburg Symphony Orchestra and the Lausanne Chamber Orchestra and
Associate Atrtist of the London Symphony Orchestra, and will begin her tenure as Chief
Conductor and Artistic Director of the Iceland Symphony Orchestra in August 2026.

Ms. Hannigan's commitment to the younger generation of musicians led her to create two
mentoring initiatives—Equilibrium Young Artists and Momentum: Our Future Now—offering
guidance and performing opportunities to emerging professional artists while engaging
established artists, managers, and composers to join her in supporting young talent.

Barbara Hannigan is a Member of the Order of Canada and an Officier des Arts et des
Lettres (France). Her many other awards and honours include Sweden’s Polar Music Prize,
Musical America and Gramophone Artist of the Year, and Denmark’s Léonie Sonning
Music Prize. Her 2017 recording Crazy Girl Crazy won a Juno Award and the Grammy

for Best Classical Solo Vocal Album.
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SUBMIT
A NOMINATION!

You can have a say in who
receives a GGPAA.

Your nomination could determine a future recipient of
Canada’s most prestigious award in the performing arts.
Tonya Willliams, Michael J. Fox, Catherine O’Hara,
Wes “Maestro” Williams, Martin Short, Karen Kain,
Tom Jackson, and James Cameron are laureates of the
THE GGPAA MEDALLION Governor General's Performing Arts Awards because they

were nominated by people like you!

The distinctive GGPAA medallion, produced by the
Royal Canadian Mint, was designed by the Canadian
College of Heraldry. Each medallion bears on one side
the Governor General's Performing Arts Awards emblem:

GGPAA NOMINATIONS
COME FROM THE PUBLIC!

a coat of arms with the Latin inscription Artes nos tenent Who do you think should receive a

et inspirant (“The arts engage and inspire us”). On the Governor General’s Performing Arts Award?
other side are engraved the name of the recipient and

the date, encircled by maple leaves. The medallion is THE NOMINATION PROCESS IS
hung from a ribbon striped in burgundy, yellow, and blue. SIMPLE AND STRAIGHTFORWARD.

Scan this QR code

COMPOSITION DIAMETER
90% copper, 10% zinc, 57 mm
plated with 24 karat gold
FINISH
WEIGHT Frosted background and
789 brilliant relief
Photo: Royal Canadian Mint or ViSit our WebSite at ggpaa'ca
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The Governor General’s Performing Arts Awards

Mentorship Program

THE KEG

SPIRIT FOUNDATION

The Keg Spirit Foundation is honoured
to be a founding supporter of the
Governor General's Performing Arts
Awards Mentorship Program. We take
great pride in celebrating the powerful
impact of Canada's esteemed artistic
mentors, whose guidance has shaped
the journeys of mid-career artists
across the country.

Aligned with our commitment to youth
mentorship, we are privileged to play
a role in nurturing the next generation
of Canadian talent—artists who will
themselves inspire and lead for years
to come.

David Aisenstat
Chairman & Founder,
The Keg Spirit Foundation
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A unique partnership inaugurated in 2008 between the Governor General's
Performing Arts Awards Foundation and the National Arts Centre, the GGPAA
Mentorship Program serves as a creative catalyst and an investment in future
Canadian artistic achievement.

The GGPAA Mentorship Program is designed to offer creative guidance to
talented artists in mid-career. Each year, a past laureate of the Lifetime Artistic
Achievement Award is invited to select a professional artist (or artists) to share,
learn and grow from the experience and insight of their mentor. Each protégé
or protégée receives artistic guidance and an honorarium, and, along with

their mentor, attends the GGPAA celebrations.

YEAR MENTOR PROTEGE-E

2026 R. H. Thomson, C.M. Lennette Randall
2025 Atom Egoyan, C.C. Joshua Odijick

2024 Susan Aglukark, O.C. Angela Amarualik
2023 Margie Gillis, O.C., C.Q. Anne Plamondon
2022 Alexina Louie, O.C., O.Ont., MSRC Christopher Goddard
2021 Suzanne Lebeau Marie-Eve Huot
2019 Alanis Obomsawin, C.C., G.0.Q. Gop Bartibogue
2018 Tom Jackson, C.C., LL.D. Sarah Robertson
2017 Karen Kain, C.C. Robert Binet

2016 Albert Millaire, C.C., C.Q. Benjamin Pradet
2015 Howard Shore Nicole Lizée

2014 Joseph Rouleau, C.C., G.O.Q. Jean-Philippe Fortier-Lazure
2013 John Murrell, O.C. Anita Majumdar
2012 Eugene Levy, C.C. Daniel Perlmutter
2011 Evelyn Hart, C.C. Heather Ogden

2010 Gordon Pinsent, C.C. Kevin Loring

2009 Oliver Jones, O.C., C.Q. Dione Taylor

2008 Veronica Tennant, C.C., LL.D. Crystal Pite

Special thanks to The Keg Spirit Foundation,
Founding Mentorship Program Partner.



R. H. THOMSON, C.M.
Mentor

R. H. (Robert) Thomson has worked for decades as an
actor, director, writer, and producer. Recent acting credits
include Matthew Cuthbert in Anne with an E (CBC TV), and
Vladimir in Beckett's Waiting for Godot and Halvard Solness
in lbosen’s The Master Builder (Atlantic Repertory Company).
He has directed on stages across Canada, and his passion
for mingling music and narrative has led to projects with
Toronto's Tafelmusik and the Toronto Bach Festival.

He co-produced the creation of three choral works for the
WWI Centenary for the NAC Orchestra.

His many arts/history projects include The World
Remembers / Le monde se souvient, a multi-nation WWI
remembrance project that has displays at the Canadian War
Museum, the National World War | Museum and Memorial in
the U.S., and Vimy in France. His book By the Ghost Light:
Wars, Memories and Families (2023) explores how nations
build the stories of their wars into their culture.

He is a longtime arts advocate on both creative and policy
issues, and a strong supporter of emerging creators, since
they carry the responsibilities and joys of telling the next
generation of Canada’s stories.

R. H. Thomson is a Member of the Order of Canada

and a 2015 laureate of the GGPAA for Lifetime Artistic
Achievement. He has received multiple awards for his work
in theatre, film, and television.

Photo: Michael Wharley

LENNETTE RANDALL
Protégée

Lennette Randall is an interdisciplinary creative whose
cosmopolitan background profoundly influences her
worldview, fuelling a deep passion for storytelling that
reflects and interrogates diasporic, cross-cultural, and
intergenerational narratives.

Her work as an actress, director, writer, speaker, singer, and
educator is deeply rooted in ethnic storytelling techniques.
Through hybrid art forms, she strives to create theatre that is
both colossal in scope and rich in detail, blending movement,
music, and technical artistry to engage audiences on multiple
sensory levels.

Ms. Randall holds a BA (Honours) in Applied Communication
from the University of Newcastle upon Tyne, an MA in
Classical Acting (Distinction) from the London Academy of
Music and Dramatic Art (LAMDA), and a Master of Studies
(MSt.) in Creative Writing from the University of Cambridge.
Further training includes Rosebud School of the Arts
(Rosebud, AB), New York Film Academy (Los Angeles),
Shakespeare & Company (Lenox, MA), and the British
American Drama Academy (Oxford, UK).

Her artistic collaborations encompass Rosebud Theatre,

The Shakespeare Company, Theatre Calgary, Grand Theatre,
Obsidian Theatre's Young, Gifted and Black, Canadian
Stage RBC Emerging Director Intern, and Stratford Festival's
Langham Directors’ Workshop.

Lennette Randall's accolades include the Black Shoulders
Legacy Award (2024), Black People Making History in
Calgary (2023), the FDC Jacie Levinson Memorial Award
(2017), and the Stephen Hair Emerging Actor Award (2014).
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2026 Governor General’s Performing Arts

Awards Show

Executive Producer: Virginia Thompson

Show Concept Creator
and Stage Director: Marlise McCormick

Raconteur: Yan Imbault

With the National Arts Centre Orchestra
Alexander Shelley, Music Director
Andrew Crust, Guest Conductor

There will be one 20-minute intermission.

Tributes are listed in alphabetical order by laureate (Lifetime
Artistic Achievement Awards, Ramon John Hnatyshyn Award,
National Arts Centre Award).

WELCOME BLESSING

Elder Verna McGregor,

Kitigan Zibi Anishinabeg First Nation
“0O CANADA”

Performer: Aiyana Louis Debassige

“SPARK”

Composition and symphonic arrangement: Robert Buckley
Choreography: Marlise McCormick and Mandi Orozco
B-Boy: Phil Wizard

Machine de Cirque acrobats: David Ayotte,

Pauline Bonanni, Connor Houlihan,

Frédéric Langevin, Guillaume Larouche, Maxim Laurin,
Carl Lowenberg, Yohann Trépanier, Benjamin Wolgers
“WALK-ON MUSIC”

Heard throughout the show

Composition and symphonic arrangement:

Daniel Desaulniers

Animation: GGPAA Nomination

Producer: Vérité Films

Creative director: Robert de Lint

Production supervisor: Chris Morris

Board artist: Carson Olesch

Animator: Saanya Pal
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TRIBUTE TO SUSAN BENSON
Susan Benson: A Life in Form

Director: Jennifer Chiu
Producer: Teri Snelgrove

Speech by Colm and Donna Feore

“Shadowplay”

Composition and symphonic arrangement: Robert Buckley
Creative: Sophie Pigeon and Karen K. Burrows
Creators and collaborators: Marjory Fielding,

Patricia Flood, Frank Holte, Gayle Tribick

TRIBUTE TO JAMES CAMERON
James Cameron: Exploring Minds

Director: Tara Johns

Producer: Robert Vroom

Speech by Dr. Joseph B. Maclnnis
“Nothing Is Lost (You Give Me Strength)”
(instrumental)

Songwriters: Abel Tesfaye, Steve Angello, Sebastian
Ingrosso, Axel Hedfors, Simon Franglen

Choreographers: Marlise McCormick and Mandi Orozco
B-Boy: Phil Wizard

Machine de Cirque acrobats: David Ayotte,

Pauline Bonanni, Connor Houlihan,

Frédéric Langevin, Guillaume Larouche, Maxim Laurin,
Carl Léowenberg, Yohann Trépanier, Benjamin Wolgers

Dancers: Victoria Caminiti, Emma Cooper, Skylla Davis,
Zaria Fontaine, Emily Gratton, Emi Hodgins,

Karina Lee, Karen Rako, Camély Rouleau

“My Heart Will Go On”

Music: James Horner

Lyrics: Will Jennings

Musical arrangement: Daniel Desaulniers

Performer: Celeigh Cardinal



2026 Governor General’s Performing Arts

Awards Show

TRIBUTE TO SYLVAIN EMARD
Sylivain Emard: Thinker of Movement

Director: Kevin Mcintyre
Producer: Christine Aubé

Speech by Marc Boivin

Excerpt from Magnetic Fields
Performed by Sylvain Emard Danse
Choreography: Sylvain Emard
Music: Poirier

Lighting: André Rioux

Costumes: Mariléne Bastien

Dancers: Sophie Breton, Charles Cardin-Bourbeau,
Marie-Michelle Darveau, Kyra Jean Green,
Benjamin Harvey, Mathieu Hérard

Rehearsal director: Lucie Vigneault

TRIBUTE TO DANIEL LAVOIE
Daniel Lavoie: Failing at Retirement

Director: Kevin Mcintyre
Producer: Christine Aubé

Speech by Bruno Pelletier

Daniel Lavoie Medley
‘“Je voudrais voir New York”

Music: Daniel Lavoie
Lyrics: Daniel Lavoie, Sylvain Leliévre, Thierry Séchan

“lls s’aiment”

Music: Daniel Lavoie

Lyrics: Daniel Lavoie, Daniel DeShaime
Musical arrangement: Daniel Desaulniers
Performers: Luce Dufault, Louis-Julien Durso

TRIBUTE TO TONYA WILLIAMS
Tonya Williams: One Way or Another

Director: Yasmine Mathurin
Producer: Niki Little

Speech by Melanie Hoyes
Animation: The Big Jump
Producer: Vérité Films

Creative director: Robert de Lint
Production supervisor: Chris Morris
Board artist: Carson Olesch
Animator: Chloe Robes

“Mom’s Letter”

Composers: Kim Min Ji and Park Se Jun
Choreographer and performer: Vanesa G. R. Montoya
Piano: John Kofi Dapaah, Ensemble Obiora

Cello: Jaeyoung Chong, Ensemble Obiora

TRIBUTE TO SAE HOON (STAN) CHUNG
w=

= F

Sae Hoon Chung: Worlding

Director: Dana Claxton
Producer: Niki Little

Speech by Roy Henry Vickers

Excerpt from taqgas
Performed by Ballet Kelowna

Choreography and costume concept:
Cameron sink"s Fraser-Monroe

Music: Jeremy Dutcher, Ogiton
Lighting design: James Proudfoot

Dancers: McKeely Borger, Avery Grierson,

Naomi Kawamura, Donaldo Nava, Kurt Werner,
MacKye White

Artistic director/CEQ: Simone Orlando

Rehearsal director: Joanna Lige 25

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE



CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

TRIBUTE TO
BARBARA HANNIGAN

Barbara Hannigan: Soprano
and Conductor

Director: Kevin Mcintyre
Producer: Christine Aubé

Speech by Marie-Nicole Lemieux

“0O du, mein holder Abendstern”
Music and lyrics: Richard Wagner

Performers: Russell Braun,
Carolyn Maule

The Governor General’s Performing
Arts Awards Show is an original
concept by Brian W. Robertson and
David Langer.

Artists and presenters are subject
to change without notice.

The information in this program
was complete and accurate at the
time of printing.
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2026 Awards Show:
Creative and Production

Virginia Thompson
Executive Producer, Vérité Films

Mike D’Amato
Executive Director of Production

Marlise McCormick
Show Concept Creator and Stage Director

Cynthia Shaw

General Manager
Andrew Crust

Guest Conductor

Spike Lyne

Production Manager
Sophie Pigeon
Production Consultant
Mandi Orozco,

Les Productions Haut-Vol
Assistant Director and Choreographer
Karen K. Burrows
Yan Imbault

Marlise McCormick
Viriginia Thompson
Writers

Karen K. Burrows
Producer, Vérité Films
Eugenio Saenz Flores
Technical Director
Michel Henry

Logistics Manager

Erin Finn
Production Services Officer

Andrée-Eve Archambault
Set, Props and Costume Designer

Mark Vreeken
Sound Designer and Mixer, ARH Inc.

Thierry Francis

Emilie Fortier

Video Designers, StockMotion Studio Inc.
Vincent Colbert

Vincent Fournier
Lighting Designers, 3id Design Corporation

Kevin Waghorn

Stage Manager

Danielle Skene

Emlyn vanBruinswaardt
Assistant Stage Managers

Peter Kealey

Sylvain LeBlanc

Technical Directors, Front-of-House

Jesse Carroll
Associate Technical Director

Mike Caluori
Head of Properties

Amanda Baumgarten
Mentorship Advisor

Gabriel Estrin
Backstage Talent Coordinator

Julien Brisson
Off Site Talent Coordinator

Alexander Rousseau
Intern Assistant to the
Stage Management Team

Issa Bawa
Intern Production Assistant

Maiyah Johnson
Intern Production Office Assistant

Avery Tarbell

Intern Audio Engineer

Provided by Affinity Productions

Teleprompter Operator
Provided by Christie Lites
Lighting Equipment
Provided by Encore

Video Equipment

Provided by MVI-MultiVision Inc.
Video Wall

Provided by Solotech Inc.
Automation Equipment



National Arts Centre
Orchestra

Alexander Shelley

Music Director

John Storgards
Principal Guest Conductor and
Music Director Designate

Pinchas Zukerman
Conductor Emeritus

Daniel Bartholomew-Poyser
Principal Youth Conductor

Henry Kennedy

Resident Conductor

FIRST VIOLINS

Yosuke Kawasaki (concertmaster)

Jessica Linnebach (associate
concertmaster)

Noémi Racine Gaudreault (assistant
concertmaster)

Emily Westell

Jeremy Mastrangelo
Carissa Klopoushak
**Jeffrey Dyrda

*Oleg Chelpanov
*Renée London
SECOND VIOLINS
Emily Kruspe (principal)
Marjolaine Lambert
Frédéric Moisan
Manuela Milani

Leah Roseman

Mark Friedman

Jessy Kim

Karoly Sziladi
**Winston Webber
VIOLAS

Jethro Marks (principal)
David Marks (assistant principal)
David Goldblatt (assistant principal)
Paul Casey

Tovin Allers

David Thies-Thompson

CELLOS
**Rachel Mercer (principal)

Julia Maclaine (assistant principal)

Marc-André Riberdy
Leah Wyber
Timothy McCoy
*Sonya Matoussova
*Ethan Allers

DOUBLE BASSES

Sam Loeck (principal)

Max Cardilli (assistant principal)
Vincent Gendron

*Paul Mach

FLUTES

Joanna G'froerer (principal)
Stephanie Morin

OBOES

Charles Hamann (principal)
**Anna Petersen
*Melissa Scott

ENGLISH HORN

** Anna Petersen
CLARINETS

Kimball Sykes (principal)
Sean Rice

*Shauna Barker
BASSOONS

Darren Hicks (principal)
Vincent Parizeau

HORNS

Julie Fauteux (associate principal)

Lauren Anker
Louis-Pierre Bergeron
*Olivier Brisson
TRUMPETS

Karen Donnelly (principal)
Steven van Gulik
TROMBONES
Giuseppe Fu (principal)
*Constance Prost

BASS TROMBONE
Zachary Bond

TUBA

Chris Lee (principal)
TIMPANI

Paul Philbert MBE (principal)
PERCUSSION

** Andrew Johnson (principal)
*Ben Reimer

HARP

* Angela Schwarzkopf (guest principal)
PIANO

*Marco Tessier
SAXOPHONES

*Mike Tremblay

*Petr Cancura

DRUM KIT

*Serge Durocher

GUITAR

*Pascal Richard

ELECTRIC BASS
*Samuel Cournoyer

Nancy Elbeck
Principal Librarian

Corey Rempel

Assistant Librarian

Emma Quackenbush
Personnel Manager

Laurie Shannon
Orchestra Personnel Coordinator

*Additional musician

**On leave
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Stage Director’s
Message

Welcome. | am so glad you're here.

The theme for this evening's show is “Spark” There is
something universal about a spark—that crystal-clear
moment when something outside of us meets something
within and suddenly becomes personal. Not just an interest,
but a recognition: a quiet knowing that shifts our direction.

The Producers
Wish to Thank

Tonight, we honour seven extraordinary artists who followed

that spark, that feeling—tending it, shaping it, and devoting
their lives to it until it became work that illuminates far beyond
themselves, lighting the way for all of us.

| invite you to celebrate their light, and perhaps to recognize
a little of your own, already glowing.

Marlise McCormick www.marlise.ca

Canadian Opera Company
Sandra Corazza

Maya Daoud

Sandy Davis

Kizil Dunlap

Markus Fisher

JoAnn Gordon

Julia Johnston

Marc Lalonde

Chris Laughren

National Arts Centre

Production Team

Julie Lavergne
Randy Lennox

Les Grands Ballets
Scott McKowen
Alison Migeon
Riley Rowe

The Royal Canadian
Geographical Society

Abby Selva
Shape of Circus — Vancouver

Christine Sinclair

Stratford Festival

Ann Swerdfager

Rosemary Thompson

The Underground Circus — Vancouver
Andrea Vickers

Wayne Vogan

Michael Whitfield

Jennie Wonnacott

Jim Reynolds
Head Carpenter

Shane Learmonth
Head Electrician

Fred Malpass

Assistant Electrician

Timothy Shannon
Property Master

Daniel Holmes
Head Sound Engineer
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Thomas Stubinski
Assistant Sound Engineer

lan McKay
Head Flyman

David Milliard

Head Projectionist

Chad Desjardins
Head Carpenter, Scenic Workshop

Tom Rolfe

Assistant Carpenter, Scenic Workshop

A
éwg
Stagehands, Projectionists, Wardrobe,
Hair and Make-Up Mistresses,
Masters and Attendants are members
of LA.T.S.E. Local 471.



Inspired Portraits

from the National Film Board of Canada

Featured at the GGPAA Show and online at NFB.ca, these
film portraits capture the talent and spirit of this year's
GGPAA laureates. They're also creative works of short
cinema in their own right, born out of a unique collaboration
between laureates and filmmakers.

JENNIFER CHIU | Susan Benson

Jennifer Chiu is an award-winning writer, director, producer,
and researcher living in Vancouver, BC. She is a grateful
guest of the Musqueam, Squamish, and Tsleil-Waututh
peoples. Her films have screened at festivals around the
world, including DOK Leipzig and the Vancouver International
Film Festival. In 2022, she was nominated for the Barbara
Sears Award for Best Editorial Research at the Canadian
Screen Awards. Her first documentary feature, Clan of the
Painted Lady, premiered in 2025.

DANA CLAXTON | Sae Hoon (Stan) Chung

Dana Claxton is a critically acclaimed artist whose body of
work includes film, video, photography, video installation, and
performance art projects. She has received the Governor
General's Award in Visual and Media Arts and the Scotiabank
Photography Award, among many others. Dana is a professor
in the Department of Art History, Visual Art and Theory at the
University of British Columbia. She is a member of Wood
Mountain Lakota First Nation, in Saskatchewan, and currently
resides in Vancouver.

TARA JOHNS | James Cameron

Tara Johns is an Alberta-born writer-director based in
Montréal. Her debut short film, Killing Time, was named

one of the Top 10 Best Québécois Shorts of the Decade.
Her award-winning first feature, The Year Dolly Parton Was
My Mom, continues to sell and screen in international and
domestic markets. Tara has directed seven NFB-produced
short films about GGPAA laureates. She is currently in
development on an original feature-length film, Good Bones,
with Palomar Films.

For more than 85 years, the NFB has been telling Canada’s
stories—a mission that matters now more than ever.

We're proud to work with the GGPAA to celebrate these
extraordinary Canadians.

==L
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YASMINE MATHURIN | Tonya Williams

Yasmine Mathurin is an award-winning Haitian-Canadian
filmmaker whose work bridges the personal and the political.
A former UN Human Rights Fellow and a graduate of York
University and Toronto Metropolitan University, she began her
career in journalism. Her debut feature documentary, One

of Ours, won the Special Jury Prize at Hot Docs and earned
three nominations at the Canadian Screen Awards. Yasmine
is an alumna of TIFF Writers' Studio, Berlinale Doc Toolbox,
RIDM Talent Lab, and Hot Docs’ Doc Accelerator Lab.

KEVIN MCINTYRE | Sylvain Emard,
Barbara Hannigan, Daniel Lavoie

While music is his preferred outlet for creative expression,
Kevin Mclntyre has had a rich and vibrant career,
encompassing writing, design, and film editing and directing.
His experience in creative production is wide-ranging: three
solo albums, his role as a member of the band Salebarbes,
and several years as a camera operator, editor, and producer
with CBC/Radio-Canada. Kevin is an artist with a profound
passion for creation in all its forms.
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The Governor General’s

Performing Arts Awards Foundation

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Douglas Knight, C.M.
Chair and CEO

Anik Bissonnette, O.C.
Co-Chair

Dancer, teacher and artistic director
Michelle Chawla

Director and CEO,
Canada Council for the Arts

Annabelle Cloutier
President and CEQ, National Arts Centre

Suzanne Guévremont
Government Film Commissioner and
Chairperson, National Film Board of Canada

Dean Brinton

Crown corporation director
Jean André Elie, C.M.
Corporate director

Andrew Mosker
President and CEQ, National Music Centre

Stephen H. Saslove, CPA, CA, CGA
Treasurer
Chartered Professional Accountant
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ADMINISTRATION

Jess Milton
Executive Director and
Secretary to the Board of Directors

Louise Curtis
Senjor Associate

Assisted by

Larry Chavarie
Accounting

Carole Chouinard
Gowling WLG, Solicitors

Tom Ciilley
Visual Communication Source
Graphic design

Jacqueline (Jacquie) LaRocque
and the team at Compass Rose
Communications and media support
compassrosegroup.org

Guy Patenaude
Translation

Jami Rundle
Consultant

Whitney Taylor

Consultant

Diana Tyndale
Piranha Communications
Writing and editing

PEER ASSESSMENT JURIES,

2026 LIFETIME ARTISTIC
ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS

Classical Music
Kelly Lin

Valérie Milot
Felipe Téllez
Dance

Mélanie Demers
Jeff Morris

Kaija Pepper
Popular Music
Shad Kabango
Bob Rock
Andrina Turenne
Screens and Voices
Sylvia D. Hamilton
Don Kelly

Martin Talbot
Stages

Marcelle Dubois
Lori Marchand
Jim Morrow



Canada’s
National Arts Centre

2026 GGPAA SHOW TEAM

Foundation Team

Juniper Locilento, MPNL, CFRE
CEQO, NAC Foundation

Erin Pickering

Manager, Philanthropy and Partnerships
Andrea Thomson

Manager, Donor Engagement

Luke Brown

Specialist, Philanthropy

Claudia Gutierrez

Specialist, Donor Engagement
National Events Team

Laura Weber

Chief of Events and Protocol
Shelagh Connolly

National Events Manager

Laura Helgert

National Events Specialist

Nina Tostevin
National Events Coordinator

Communications

Mireille Allaire
Director, Communications

Kate Eggins

Communications Manager

Imane EI Amile
Communications Strategist, Social Media

Audience Engagement

Kondwani Mwase
Executive Director, Audience Engagement

Jennifer Payette
Marketing Strategist

Sophie Dutra
Thea Peters
Marketing Co-op Students

Assisted by

Tom Cirilley
Visual Communication Source
Program design and layout

Diana Tyndale
Piranha Communications
Program management and editorial

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Guy Pratte, C.M. | Chair

Derral Moriyama | Vice-Chair

Line Beauchamp

Angela Birdsell

Heather Edwards

Sandy Houston

Yazmine Laroche

Sherry Porter, C.M.

Mark Sutcliffe | ex officio / Mayor of Ottawa

Maude Marquis-Bissonnette |
ex officio / Mayor of Gatineau

NATIONAL ARTS CENTRE
FOUNDATION

Board of Directors
Susan Glass, C.M. | Chair
Dr. Sharon Azrieli
Kevin Chan, M.S.M.
Dr. Marco Chiarot
Ingrid Jensen

Julie L'Heureux

John Roger McCaig
Diane L. McCurdy
Liza Mrak

Diane Obam

Sean St. John

Gregory Sanders, LL.B., CPA, CA, CFP

Mila Starodoub

Robert Tennant

Anisha Virani

Richard L. Yaffe, K.C.

Janice O'Born, C.M., O.Ont. |

Emeritus Chair
Annabelle Cloutier | ex officio
Guy Pratte, C.M. | ex officio

GGPAA SHOW
NATIONAL COMMITTEE

We are grateful for the efforts of the
following volunteers from across
Canada, who have worked to secure
financial support for these important
awards and who are champions of the
performing arts in their communities.

Julie U'Heureux | Co-Chair
Mila Starodoub | Co-Chair

Adrian Burns, LL.D.,
and T. Gregory Kane, K.C.

Kevin Chan, M.S.M.
Drs. Marco and Bonnie Chiarot

Susan Glass, C.M,,
and Arni Thorsteinson, O.M.

Ingrid Jensen

Douglas Knight, C.M.

Juniper Locilento, MPNL, CFRE
John Roger McCaig

Richard L. Yaffe, K.C.
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N\ Crowe

Proud to support the 2026 Governor
General’s Performing Arts Awards.

Fiers de soutenir les Prix du Gouverneur
général pour les arts du spectacle 2026.

WWW.crowe.com/ca »
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The Azrieli Foundation applauds
this year's laureates. Your creative
brilliance illuminates Canada’s
cultural landscape.

La Fondation Azrieli rend hommage
aux lauréat-e-s de cette année.
Votre éclat créatif illumine
le paysage culturel canadien.

Azrieli 0

L

Learn more about the Azrieli Foundation:
En savoir plus sur la Fondation Azrieli :
azrielifoundation.org

compass
rose

We see the
world differently.

By day, we’re guided
by one purpose:
the uncommon common good.

Tonight, we celebrate
the extraordinary,
honouring those who
move and inspire us.

Nous voyons
le monde autrement.

Au quotidien, nous sommes
guidés par un objectif :
le bien commun vu autrement.

Ce soir, nous célébrons
I'extraordinaire,

en rendant hommage

a ceux et celles qui

nous touchent et nous inspirent.
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The Globe and Mail is proud to
be the national media partner
of the Governor General’s
Performing Arts Awards.

The Globe and Mail est fier d’étre
le partenaire média national
des Prix du Gouverneur général
pour les arts du spectacle.

Meta is proud to support the Governor
General’s Performing Arts Awards.

Congratulations to the 2026
Awards recipients!

Meta est fiere de soutenir les Prix du
Gouverneur général pour les arts du spectacle.

Félicitations aux lauréats et lauréates
des Prix 2026!

O\ Meta




As a proud Canadian En tant que fiere entreprise

supporter of the
2026 Governor General’s

canadienne appuyant les
Prix du Gouverneur général
Performing Arts Awards,
MVI MultiVision Inc.
congratulates this
year's laureates!

pour les arts du spectacle

2026, MVI MultiVision inc.
félicite les lauréats et
lauréates de cette année!

800.563.5902 mvidisplay.com
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to this year’s laureates. Your
for the arts is inspiring.

felicitationd

aux lauréats et lauréates de cett
Votre passion pour les arts est insp

Proud partner of the 2026 Governor General’s Performing A

Fier partenaire des Prix du Gouverneur général pour les arts
du spectacle 2026.
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LaMaison Simons
est fiere partenaire de
Prix du Gouverneur général

pour les arts du spectacle.
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Excellence on
centre stage

Celebrating outstanding
achievement in the
performing arts.

L’excellence sous
les projecteurs
Célébrons les réalisations

exceptionnelles du monde
des arts du spectacle.

- Celebrating the
2026 Laureates

Hommage aux lauréats
et lauréates 2026

Proud media partner Fier partenaire media du
of the Governor - spectacle des Prix du
General's Performing Arts  Gouverneur général pour
Awaids Show les arts du spectacle

48 cheradio-canada.ca

Thankyou
to the foundation that
recognizes and rewards l&,

Canadian artists who shape
our culture and inspire k
future generations.

Merci

a la fondation qui valorise

et récompense les artistes
canadiens dont le travail

sculpte notre paysage culturel

et inspire les générations futures.
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Fier partenaire des Prix E
général pour les arts du spectacle.




Congratulations! _ PACant

To all of this year’s

laureates and to 34 years of
celebrating excellence in

the Canadian performing arts.

Proud media partner of the
Governor General’s Performing
Arts Awards Evening.

Fier partenaire média de la soirée
des Prix du Gouverneur général
pour les arts du spectacle.

Proud supporter Fiére partenaire
of the Governor  des Prix du
General’s Gouverneur
Performing Arts  général pour les
Awards. arts du spectacle.
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Directed by Daryl Cloran
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NATIONAL ARTS CENTRE
CENTRE NATIONAL DES ARTS

Canada is our stage. Le Canada en scéne.

YOUR STAGE,
ALL SUMMER LONG

Bask in sunny, casual spaces for
this season’s hottest shows!

Free shows and tickets
starting at $15!

nac.ca/summer

VOTRE SCENE,
TOUT L’ETE

Installez-vous au soleil pour profiter
des meilleurs spectacles de la saison
dans une ambiance décontractée!

Des spectacles gratuits et des
billets & partir de 15 $ seulement!

nac-cha.ca/ete




TO SUBMIT
A NOMINATION!

You can have a say in who receives a GGPAA.

THE NOMINATION PROCESS IS
SIMPLE AND STRAIGHTFORWARD.

Scan this QR code

or visit our website at ggpaa.ca
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